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BSNL executives threaten to launch agitation

Statesman News Service 

KOLKATA, June 23: Officials of Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd today threatened to launch an agitation against the management’s delay in procuring vital equipment for augmenting its mobile network in the state and country. 
Though they have pledged not to paralyse the telephone services as they did earlier, their proposed demonstration on Monday and the day-long dharna on Friday at BSNL’s headquarters in the city could be the beginning of a series of demonstrations. 
Sanchar Nigam Executives’ Association (India) president Mr Dilip Saha alleged at a Press conference that the communications ministry and BSNL top-management were not buying equipment to provide more GSM mobile service in the country after exhausting their capacity. “The Delhi High Court allowed us to buy equipment in April, but the authorities are not taking any initiative. If this continues, we will be forced to launch a greater agitation,” Mr Saha said. 
The leaders of the 36,000-strong Association said BSNL has supplied enough GSM mobile SIM cards to exhaust the capacity in the country. In areas outside the jurisdiction of Calcutta Telephones, 10.6 lakh people had been provided mobile connections despite having a capacity of 10.2 lakh, causing widespread disturbance in the network. But, in the Calcutta Telephones area, they were still in a position to provide 3.5 lakh more mobile connections. Mr Saha and others explained they were not exhausted here because of their late start.

