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Date : 24" January 2008
To
The Chief General Manager
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
Calcutta Telephones
Telephone Bhawan
34, BBD Bag. Kolkata —700 001

Sub: BSNL workers on indefinite strike.

Sir,

The Joint Forum of BSNL Unions after serious discussion has decided to
resort to indefinite strike from 26" February 2008 against proposed disinvestment of
BSNL and on other demands.

The announcement of the Communications & 1T Minister and BSNL Management on
14™ January 2008 that 10% share of BSNL will be disinvested through IPO route for
development & expansion has come as a shock to the workers since the Minister of
Communications & IT, Department of Telecom as well as BSNL Management had given
assurance that there was no proposal for disinvestment of BSNL on which the one day
strike on 5 Janualy 2006 was deferred.

The Unions have deferred the indefinite strike in July 2007 atter the Minister of
Communications & IT as well as BSNL Management assured that the GSM lines will be
made available to BSNL for providing mobile connections to the people, fresh tenders for
50-60 million GSM lines will be floated in August 2007 etc. These assurances were not
implemented and as a result BSNL has been unable to provide any substantial mobile
connections in the last six months. As a result, BSNL’s position in the mobile sector has
gone down from second to fourth position.

There is no justification for disinvestment of BSNL on the plea of development &
expansion since it has a cash balance of more than Rs.40000 crores that can be used for
this purpose. The other demands include provision of GSM lines & Spectrum, grant of
Navaratna Status, withdrawal ot arbitrary orders on pension, ensuring financial viability
of BSNL, scrap VRS/CRS and absorption of ITS officers.
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